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An order of the Rumanian Council of Ministers now requires that titles to
cemetery lote be verified snd baxes paid thereon. This ordsr esteblishes
a verification committes which ia charged with the following responsibilitiess

&. Search tho title of sach cemotery lot.

b, Fix the total amount of taxes owned to the state, as is done with
all other land holdings, and calculate the balance of taxes due,

Co Fix the amount of the taxes due on esch lob,

d. Nationalize those lots or vaults ovmed by individuale (dead or alive)
whose conduct has not been democratic, and those lots or vaults vhose
owners cannot pay the taxos,.

Lt sach village cemotery a nobifying office to establish titlos to lots has
bean set up. These titles are established in the nemss of heirs of deceased
persons who had bought lots.

Hvery claimant must furnish evidense of omnership of lots, which generally
coannot be accomplished since the lot ofton was purchesed by a relative now
deceased and the dosuments have not been hended down Lo their decendents,

or the document, if it exists, is mersly o recelpt statirg that the purchass
hud been entered in cemetery resords, If proof of ovmership carmot be
produced the heir loses all claim on the leot.

Persons who are sble to producs documentery evidense of ownership are then
required to produce the receipt for taxes paid at %Yime of purchase, A
majority of lot owners cannot produce such roceipts. If the ovmer wisghes
to keep the lot he must pey all taxes due at time of purchase and produce a
receipt showing such payment. The ovmer cannot simply renounce ownership
suil refuse %o pay the taxes. Such action would rendor him liable to
prosecution for nonepayment of taxes legally dus the state.

Porsons establishing their ownership of lots rust also pay inheritance taxes B
which involves payment of this tex for esch sncestor through whom ownership
has passed o tho present ovmer., These inheritance taxes are high, espocially
if there is a wvuult on the lot.
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Owners are likewise required to produce receipts showing payment of yearly
taxes. OSince yearly taxes on cerstery lots are in innovation of the
Cormunist repime, tex rates for earlier years rmst be established. Owmers
are required to pay this annual tax for each year from time of original
purchase.

When owners are unable to prove title and the lots or vaults are nationalized,
the remains of the deceased ars renoved and consigned to a comon grave.
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